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TIMES SQUARE NEW YORK N Y 10036 

April 22, 1969 

Mr. David Perlman 
41 Fifth Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94118 

Dear Dave: 

Let's have another try at it. It will mean a whole new piece? of 
course, but you've put in a lot of time with Lederbers, and we hate 
to see that go down the drain. Besides, it is a fascinating subject 
which we want very badly to cover in the Magazine. This time, though, 
please make it a piece about replication, genetic engineering, 
euphenics and all the social problems raised by clever scientists. 
It needs a full discussion by worriers as well as good, clear quotes 
from Lederberg on exactly where he stands regarding critics who feel 
that science should lay off playing God and those who feel that 
science has not gone far enough in impro+ing the breed ,reducing 

.population pressures, improving morality, and so on. That's a tall 
order, but it isn't all. As I said on the phone, it was hard to follow 
the science in the first version of the piece, and on this go-round I 
hope you will be able to make it sufficiently clear without trying to _ 
be too thorough in unraveling the complexities of DNA and genetics. 
It's a careful balance but the lay reader should feel he understands 
enough of the subject to grasp its complexities but not too much to 
confuse him and make him aware of his ignorance. 

I agree that you might indicate briefly the'range of Lederberg's 
interest and influence, probably at the start of the piece. But, to 
repeat, the rest of the piece except for the bio ought to be about 
replication, and related work in this field. If 

to minimize the risk of a false 
brief outline of how you would 

but enough to put us 
same track. 
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